THE  FRENCH REQUEST  FOR AN ARMISTICE       107
peace, specifically the guarantees about the French fleet.
He points out (according to his June 25 statement) that there
still is plenty of time for the Petain Government to give the
necessary orders about the fleet even while starting to get into
touch with Berlin. After the emergency meeting of the Cabi-
net, newspapermen are merely informed that Britain will
continue the war under any and all conditions.
General de Gaulle has already started by air for Bordeaux
to report about the British offer in more detail. He arrives to
find M. Reynaud out of office and the new Cabinet committed
to making peace. His friends say that he calls on M. Reynaud
at his hotel, salutes, and without any more than a formal inter-
change of remarks regains his plane and returns to London.
He there begins making plans to organize those Frenchmen
who wish to continue to fight.
Throughout this day of such momentous political negotia-
tions the German Armies have not stood still* The Maginot
Line, taken in the rear by the German advance, is virtually
abandoned. From Switzerland it is reported that most of the
French divisions in the Line have been successfully with-
drawn, leaving only small detachments to harass the Germans,
and that the French intention seems to be to establish a new
defense line across France from the Swiss border to the Loire-
But Berlin says that the German armies which are racing
towards the Loire have no real contact with the French forces
at any point*
Waves of German and Italian bombing planes visit Tours
and wreck whole blocks of homes and business houses. The